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would be dominated by the German troops who
occupied the bridgehead of Engerau, Hungarian
though-this territory had been before Trianon. The
Munich Agreement indeed left the fate of Hungary's
pre-war provinces of Slovakia and Ruthenia un-
decided. Intriguers of all kinds were despatched
across the frontiers to strengthen all pro-Magyar
elements, and Hungarian soldiers were smuggled into
both areas to make trouble and to help create "spon-
taneous" demands for a return to Hungary. The end
of it was the Belvedere Award of November 2nd by
which Germany still insisted upon the maintenance of
the much trumpeted racial principle, though Italy
persuaded her to allow it to be interpreted about as
generously in Hungary's favour as the new German-
Czech frontiers had been drawn to Germany's ad-
vantage. The settlement was nevertheless regarded
by the Hungarians both as an insult and an injury, and
indeed the new frontiers were farcical from every
point of view, whether racial, economic or strategic.
Lively polemics were exchanged between German and
Hungarian newspapers, the Germans furiously attack-
ing the archaic imperialism of the Magyar belief in
the integrity of the lands of St. Stephen, and on
November zist Hungary was reproved by the German
and Italian Governments for her disobedient de-
meanour. Meanwhile Germany had become the
champion of the Slovaks and almost of the Czechs
against the Hungarians, and she proceeded to turn
Chust (Huszt), the new capital of Ruthenia, into a
centre of Great-Ukrainian propaganda,1 an enterprise
big with consequences for all Eastern Europe.
1 See below, p. 225.